NOTHING BUT THE BEST

By: Roger Rush

   The prophet Malachi accused his contemporaries of dishonoring God when they offered their sacrifices. (Malachi 1:6-14)  They were bringing to the altar blind, lame and diseased animals.  God demanded and deserved the very best that men could bring to Him.  Anything less than that constituted a polluted offering.

   Further, the prophet accused Israel of robbing God. (Malachi 3:8-12)  Not only were those who sacrificed offering polluted offerings, many more were making no offerings at all.  The prophet argued that those who honor their responsibilities to God first will reap a rich reward from Him.  God would open the windows of heaven and pour down blessings on those who honored Him, but those who did not would not prosper.

   There are two clear principles at stake here.  First, what we give to God is a reflection of our honor for Him.  Second, when we fail to give, or fail to give the best we have, we are nothing more than thieves.

   Our forefathers may have had a better grasp of what the prophet meant than we do.  They understood that how they presented themselves in public, and especially as they worshipped, was a reflection of the honor or lack of honor they had for the Lord.  I’m not sure we share that understanding.

   By way of example, look at how we dress.  For some reason, it has become rather common place to dress down for worship and dress up for work.  In so doing, we are communicating, knowingly or unknowingly, that we regard work as more important than worship, and our employer as worthy of more honor than our God.

   Yes, I am familiar with James’ warning against showing partiality in the family of God. (James 2:1-7)  But that is not what is under consideration at this time.  There is no dress code for worship beyond the need for modesty.  Still, how we dress is a reflection of the respect we have for God.  If blue jeans and a golf shirt are the best we have, then I am certain God has no problem with that, but when we dress far better to go to work, on a date, or to a ballgame than we do when we assemble with the saints, our perception of what is important and what is not is clearly askew!

   I should also point out that folks are judging us, right or wrong, by our appearance.  When we are seen dressing down for the most important part of the week for Christians, and dressing up for things of far less importance, it’s hard to convince others that we are serious about our commitment.

   Furthermore, when we budget for recreation, the latest electronic device, or that dream vacation, but don’t budget for the work of the church, are we not robbing God?  Maybe we should give a little more consideration to the prophet’s message, and bring to worship and all we do, the BEST we have to offer!

