NO SECOND OPINIONS
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   The story is told of a farmer with a severe leg rash who visited a specialist and underwent a series of tests.  The doctor told him, “You will have to get rid of your dog.  You are allergic to him.”  As the patient was leaving, the doctor asked, “Are you going to sell your dog or give him away?”  The farmer replied, “Neither one, I am going to get me one of those second opinions I have been reading about.  It is easier to find another doctor than a good rabbit dog.”

   Chuckle as you may, but the farmer illustrates a sad characteristic of human nature: the tendency to look for the easy way out—another opinion in medical matters—I, as many others, have done so, but it is unwise to get a second opinion in clear spiritual matters.  Once God has spoken that settles it.  There is a true saying, “God said it, that settles it.”  If God is all-wise, and He is, then no man can consult any higher source of wisdom.  Peter said, “If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God.”  (I Peter 4:11)  Jesus said, “thy word is truth.” (John 17:17)

   Mark Twain is credited with saying, “It’s not what I don’t understand about the Bible that bothers me.  It’s what I do understand.”  Once we understand the revealed will of God, we need no second opinion.  Our responsibility is to accept what God says, and obey what He says with all haste.

   Take for instance Christian worship.  If we know what the Bible teaches about Christian worship—there are five items of worship—and we look for a second opinion, we are placing ourselves in a dangerous position.  By second opinion, we might reason as some who partake of the Lord’s Supper and then leave the worship services for the day, that is all I need to do to please God.  We ask, “is it?”  Satan delights in tempting the Christian in the path of duty, in this case worship.  But, what of the other items of worship and what of the importance of worshipping God in spirit and in truth, (John 4:24) fellowshipping the other Christians, and encouraging our fellow travelers to heaven. (Hebrews 10:23,24)  Satan makes certain another path is always available to us, a parallel path along the side of the true path that leads the Christian with false assurance.

   Sometimes we become “gospel-gadflies” who are not seeking the will of God, but who are looking for a second opinion to justify what we may be doing or wanting to do.  So we run from Christian to Christian, or from preacher to preacher, in search of someone who will agree with what we have already decided is God’s will.  We have already decided what we are going to do.  We are looking for someone who agrees with us and endorses us.  Consider the words of the Psalmist, “I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea thy law is within my heart.” (Psalm 40:8)

