THE UNCERTAINTY OF RICHES
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   The fiscal failures of the past two weeks have helped remind us of the unworthiness of money.  With one financial giant after another crumbling into obscurity, Christians, though effected, are not shaken by these events.  Our faith is not in the money markets but in the God of heaven who has given us the best insurance policy of all.  (Mt. 6:33)  We lean on God, not the stock market.  We stake our claim in heaven, not in real estate.  Our hope is eternal life, not the American dream.  We look for the golden street, (Rev. 21:21, not Wall Street.

   As bank after bank folds, we fold our hands in prayer and trust in God who “giveth to all life, and breath, and all things.” (Acts 17:25)  As our nation and the world wrings its hands over the future, the child of God enjoys “the peace that passes understanding.”  (Phil. 4:7)  Calm assurance in affliction of any type, is an earmark of God’s people.

   In the Great Depression, people leaped off tall buildings when they learned their stocks were worthless.  Panic set in as people made runs on banks demanding their money that wasn’t there.  Hopefully, something similar does not happen again, but the potential certainly exists.  How needless!

   Nonetheless, man can benefit from his money crises if he chooses.  (Psa. 119:67,72)  He can elect to see that money is not the most important thing in the world and as such his inordinate love for it should not exist.  This awakening was one of the blessings that came out of the Great Depression.  People learned, though the hard way, that their priorities had been misplaced.  A spiritual renewal swept the country because its citizenry had been humbled.  Draped in humility people returned to being dependant upon God, and less self-sufficient, affliction has that ability.  The jolting events of 9/11 saw the same type of change, though too short lived.

   Hopefully some good will come out of the current financial collapse.  But above all may the people of God remain steadfast regardless of how far the Dow falls.  “Charge them that re rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy.”

