ENCOURAGE ME!

By: Sellers Crain, Jr., Via The Rivergate Messenger

   A few weeks ago, I told the joke that was told at Ben Jaggers mother’s funeral, and it was one of her favorites.  It was about two men who had traveled out west.  They were sitting outside and saw two buffalo in a field across the road.  One of the men said to the other one, “Now there is an ugly animal.  Look at what an ugly out of proportioned animal that is.  Why did God ever create anything so ugly?”  One of the buffalo then turned to the other one and said, “Now we have heard a discouraging word.”

   It is not uncommon today to hear people say, “We live in discouraging times.”  There seems to be no place for the buffalo to roam, and often is heard a discouraging word.  So much around us today is depressing.  There is the current financial crisis in our nation affecting all of us, the continuing threat of terrorism, violent deaths at home and abroad, global conflicts, church troubles, family problems, sickness and medical bills piling up all add to our woes. We are made to wonder, “When will it all end?”  How do you deal with such a deluge of discouragement?

   A chaplain in a federal prison who had gone through a discouraging time was walking down the street when he saw a sign that for a moment he could not believe, and at first it made him angry.  It was in the window of a local funeral home and in big bold print, it read:  Why walk around half dead.  We can bury you for $69.50.  P.S. We even give Green Stamps.  Imagine how long ago that was.  As I said, at first this made him angry, and then the humor struck him, and he couldn’t stop laughing.  He said the laughter was medicine for his soul.  More recently, a funeral home advertised “A Two For One Sale.”  I doubt they had many takers.

   How many people today are walking around half dead because they are not enjoying life to its fullest?  They have allowed a mountain of problems to pile up on them until they are hardened with despair and utter hopelessness.  Certainly some of these problems are too serious to laugh about, but then some of us take life too seriously.

   The wise man wrote: “A merry heart does good like medicine.  But a broken spirit dries up the bones.” (Prov. 17:22)  Have a good dose of laughter today.  It is good for what ails you, and it is good for your souls.
