DANGERS FACING THE CHURCH

By: W. Terry Varner

   What is the greatest danger to the church today?  Is it the different and conflicting cultures and religions?  Is it the interference of governments in deciding about what man may do or not do religiously?  In talking with individuals, some wise and some not so wise, we receive many different answers as to what is the greatest dangers among us.  While all of the above, as well as some not mentioned, are dangers to the church, what is the greatest danger facing the church?  Allow me to give my two-cents worth.

   I believe the greatest danger is listed in the 26th book of the New Testament, Jude.  It is one of the shortest books of the Bible –only 25 verses.  It can be read in two minutes.  The theme of Jude is “apostates” or “false teachers.”  Jude sounded the alarm of the danger of “certain men” (Jude 4) in the early church with whom the faithful were to “earnestly contend for the faith once delivered to the saints.” (Jude 3)

   In the New Testament times the church, as today, existed amid many different and conflicting cultures.  Immorality was rampant—is it not today?  In Jude’s day, society had degenerated to where “their women, exchanged the natural use for what is against nature.  Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one for another, men with men committing what is shameful.”  (Romans 1:26,27)  The Bible condemns such.  Is our 21st century different?  Immorality was one of the causes of the fall of the Roman Empire.

   We often speak of governmental interference in man’s religious practices.  We often make the claim that the government is a serious danger to our religious freedoms.  We can no longer pray before classes at school.  How many controversies have arisen over the mention of God or Jesus, as if Jesus is not God, in graduation ceremonies?  We have allowed the ACLU to remove any mention of the birth of Jesus in our schools and our government property.  Rome allowed the existence and practice of any religion.  However, once it became apparent that Christianity claimed to be exclusive, and therefore not like the other religions, Rome persecuted Christianity (church) and it resulted in the blood of many martyrs.  Rome took exception to Christianity’s claim that it was the ONLY avenue whereby man could be saved—all other religions were false.  This included Rome’s highly entrenched Emperor worship.

   In the book of Revelation, written in the ninth decade of the first century, Christ repeats the dangers of false teachers to the church. (Rev. 2:1-3:22)  Five of the seven churches of Asia—Ephesus (2:2), Smyrna (2:9,10), Pergamos (2:13-15), Thyatira (2:20-23), and Philadelphia (3:9,11) are mentioned as having false teachers in their midst.  This was a great danger to them.

   The New Testament was written during conflicting cultures, gross immorality, and grave persecution.  The Roman world is much like our world of today.  However, false teachers were the greatest danger to the church then, and they are today.  Jude sounds the alarm of this ever-present danger.  Let us take heed.

